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Minutes of the Council Meeting
Monday 16th February 2015
Sheffield Transport Sports Club, Meadowhead
Present:  
President – Andrew Foster
Members of the Management Committee

Members of affiliated clubs

1. Minutes of Council Meeting held on 15th October 2014
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 15th October 2014 were formally approved.
2.
Matters arising

Chris Robinson referred to the proposals for changes at Hillsborough Park which he claimed were being done without any consultation with users.  He claims the Hillsborough club would effectively be forced out of using the park by the initiative from the Yorkshire LTA, Sheffield City Council and Sheffield Wednesday Community Sport Programme.  Paul Sheard explained that no consultation had taken place as no firm proposals had yet been decided on.  When there was anything definite to consult on consultation will take place.  He also pointed out that Hillsborough was not an LTA registered “Place to play”.  Chris Robinson asked to be kept informed of any updates or consutations.  Bob Lamb said that Hillsborough Park is a popular park but is in need of a re-vamp.  He confirmed that the park is not an LTA registered “Place to play” but it is a park that may form part of the LTA ethos for delivering participation in parks.
3.
League formation for the 2015 season
Kevin Folger handed out documents showing the numbers of team entries and proposals for the various league structures for 2015.  Theses were:
Men’s League 
· Div 1-5  - 10 teams - 25th April – 4th July - free Saturday 23rd May (Bank Holiday) and 27th June (S & D tournament week)    
· Div 6 & 7 - 6 teams  - there will be no blank week for the Bank Holiday
Date for rearranged matches will be the 11th July or earliest available Saturday after the relevant leagues last fixture.
Ladies’ League 
· Div 1-4 - 10 teams 
Start date: 30th April – 2nd July - free date 28th May (Bank Holiday week) and 25th June (S & D tournament week).
Date for rearranged matches 9th July or the first available Thursday after the relevant division’s last fixture.
Saturday Mixed 

· Div 1, 2 & 3 to have 10 teams
· Div 4 - 9 teams

Start date 18th July - 19th September - free date 29th August (Bank Holiday).  
Date for rearranged matches at end of season 26th September or the earliest available Saturday after the relevant division’s last fixture.
Midweek Mixed  
· Div 1, 2 & 3 all have 8 teams playing home and away
Start date: 21st April - 4th August- free date 26th May (Bank Holiday week) and 23rd June (S & D tournament week) 
Date for rearranged matches end of season 11th August or the first available Tuesday after the relevant division’s last fixture.   

Men’s Late Summer League 
· Div 1 – 9 teams
· Div 2 – 8 teams 
Start date: 18th July - 12th September - free date 29th August (Bank Holiday) 
Date for rearranged matches at end of season 19th September or the earliest available Saturday after the relevant division’s last fixture.

Ladies Late Summer League 

· Div 1, 2 and 3 all with 7 teams
Start date: 30th July – 10th September – free date on 27th August (Bank Holiday). .  
Date for rearranged matches end of season 17th September or the first available Thursday after the relevant division’s last fixture.
There were a number of representations from attendees.  To summarise the main issues were:

· A number of teams who had expected promotion were still shown to be in the same division

· The date for end of the Men’s Late Summer League

· Whether any re-arranged matches could be played during tournamenet week

· Whether midweek matches could be played during the August Bank Holiday week.

· The start and finish dates of the Ladies League   

Kevin said that the rule on matches not being played in tournament week was intended to encourage players to enter the tournament and the rule has stood for some time.  
The meeting did vote that midweek matches should take place during August Bank Holiday week.  
After discussion Kevin Folger said he would consider all the representations made and some of the dates and structures may change as a result. The dates above should not be taken as definite at this stage.  
Junior League – Margaret French told the meeting that she will contact junior organisers in the next few weeks.  She does not intend for there to be a meeting as all contact will be done by e-mail and through the website.  She asked that if any club had changed their junior organisers they should let Margaret know as soon as possible.
4.
Rowlinson Cup 

Kevin Folger said that there had been just 12 entries so far.
Proposed dates for matches:

Round 1 - played on or by the Sunday the 17th May

Quarter final - play on or by the 14th June

Semi final - play on or by the 12th July

Final - Sunday 26th July

Kevin said he may consider these dates in view of the lower number of entries this year as compared to 2014.

5.
Senior Tournament


Kevin Folger had reported fully on the 2014 tournament at the October Council meeting.  He said that the dates for this year’s senior tournament would change due to the later dates for the Wimbledon tournament.   This year the tournament will run from Sunday the 21st June to Saturday the 26th June.There would be no league matches during the week.  He asked for as many entries as possible.  If entries for any particular tournament are very low the tournament will not be run.  Entries were low in many events last year, particularly the ladies events.  The question of prize money was discussed and Kevin Folger read out a list of the prize money for 2014.  Chris Robinson said it was wrong to scrap prize money for some events.  A question was asked as to why the prize money for ladies events was less than for men.  Christine Dalton said that ladies generally played less matches than the men.  It was agreed that the Management Committee should look at the prize money as between the men’s and ladies events.  Finally Kevin asked that all clubs should encourage entries from amongst their members and especially for the ladies events.

6.
Junior Tournament


John Andrews opened by saying that he had given a full report on last year’s tournament to the October Council Meeting.  This year’s tournament would run from Monday the 20th July until Friday the 24th July.  The tournament reference was YOR 15S1489
He then said that he is not organising this year’s tournament.  The tournament would now have a paid referee/organiser in Fiona Fellows and she would receive entries and do the draws.  The Information Sheet that outlined the online entry process was in the Download section of the website in the Tournament category.  
The 10 & U and the 8 & U events will be held at Ecclesall on the Wednesday and Thursday of the week.

Entry fee would be £8 for singles events and £5 for doubles.

He pointed out that Derbyshire schools are still open until the 24th July. 

7.
Details of Club events, tournaments etc.


No dates were put forward for the League Secretary to avoid in planning the fixtures.
8.
Tennis balls for 2014 season and sponsorship
Mick Mason said that the first sponsorship agreement with Dunlop/Slazenger had now expired but a new deal had been agreed although no contract signed yet.  The intention is, if the deal is agreed, that the same ball as last year, namely the Slazenger Hydroguard ball, would be the recommended ball for all matches and tournaments.  Margaret French handed around a Deuce price list for these balls. The cost would be on the same scale as 2014.  Mick Mason said he would put details of these on the website and urged all clubs to support our sponsors as it did bring in valuable revenue.
Mick pointed out that PWP, an internet supplier of equipment and balls, was also part of the same group as Dunlop/Slazenger. 

It was understood that Deuce would once again sponsor the junior tournament by way of providing vouchers for prizes.

9.
Yorkshire LTA Report
Bob Lamb reported that there were two YLTA Councillors here at the meeting – Martin Gilmour from Ecclesall and Chris Day from Barnsley as well as Paul Sheard from the LTA in his role as South Yorkshire Participation Manager.

He said that the LTA was undergoing many changes to its internal structure.  The YLTA now formed part of the Northern Region and there was an office now based in the David Lloyd Centre in Leeds.  There was also a North Western office based in Bolton.  

Bob said there was still a need for volunteers.  
There is to be an LTA forum at Graves Tennis centre on the 31st March from 6.30-8.30 pm.  Clubs should register through the LTA website.

There would be four Great British Tennis Weekends this year – one in May, two in June and one in August.  The events in 2014 had proved successful with a number of clubs getting new members as a result.

The Clubmark process has changed.  It has been renamed as tennis mark and from 2015 will form part of the online registration process.

The Wimbledon ticket opt-in process has just finished (on the 14th February).  The deadline was extended due to many BT members contact details being incorrect or out of date.

Paul Sheard updated the meeting about his role.  Graves Tennis Centre will be run by Places for People as from the 1st April 2015.  Building work would commence within the next few weeks.  It will become the National Centre for Sport and Exercise Science.    

10.
Website

In the absence of Wilf Jessop, Mick Mason told the meeting that a number of changes were being considered to improve the website in the coming year.  There would inevitably be a cost to this but that in the long term it would be a good investment.
11
Annual Dinner 2015
The Annual Dinner will be held on Friday 13th November 2015 at 7.30 p.m. at Baldwin’s Omega.  
12. Any other business

· Chris Robinson mentioned the rule which dealt with inclement weather and when courts were unfit to play.  He felt it needed amending to provide clearer guidance as it currently only referred to when captains agree on the state of the courts.  There was nothing to say what happened when captains fail to agree.  Mick Mason explained that although he sympathised with the comments that Chris had made there had been no proposed rule amendment on this before the AGM.  He said he felt it inappropraite to discuss an issue such as this at this stage of the meeting and it was a matter for clubs to consider and draft proposed rule changes in advance if they felt any rule needed changing and not necessarily expect every matter be done by the Management Committee.   
· Jessica Refearn reminded the meeting that she would welcome any news stories and try and make sure they got publicity through the local media.

The meeting closed at 10.05. pm.
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